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Four score and seven years ago our
fathers brought forth on this conti
nent, a new nation, conceived in Libert
and dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal. Now
we are engaged in a great civil war,
testing whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so dedicated
can long endure. We are met on a great
battle-field of that war. We have
come to dedicate a portion of that

The California History-Social Science Project (CHSSP) is a statewide professional
development network of historians, teachers and affiliated scholars dedicated to the
pursuit of excellence in history and social science education. The CHSSP focuses on
best practices for teaching English learners and students from underserved communities.
K–12 teachers and university scholars work together to improve classroom instruction,
student learning and literacy.
Members of the CHSSP network served as primary writers of California’s History-Social
Science Framework, adopted by the California State Board of Education in 2016.
The American Historical Association selected the California History-Social Science Project
and the California Department of Education as the winners of the 2018 Beveridge Family
Teaching Prize for their work on the History-Social Science Framework.
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The CHSSP approach to instruction integrates content,
the mastery of a discipline, and a focus on supporting
English language proficiency. These elements are
presented in an inquiry model of historical investigation.
More specifically, we:

Teaching the History-Social Science Framework
CHSSP leaders work with their county office and district
partners to support the implementation of the 2016
Framework. School- and district-based programs and
a statewide conference series provide avenues for
CHSSP scholars, teachers and teacher leaders to
share resources.

• Respect the role of history education in preparing
students for thoughtful participation in a
democratic society
• Believe in continuous and year-round teacher
learning, research and professional development
• Combine the skills and experience of university
scholars with those of classroom teachers, to best
serve California’s diverse student population
• Value creativity, innovation and an entrepreneurial
spirit

Specialized Topics in History-Social Science
To meet the needs of local schools, CHSSP sites develop
individual programs focused on particular subject areas,
such as world history or ethnic studies; disciplinary
skills, such as historical thinking; and student literacy
development, such as how to prepare students to write
an argument in history.

Text shown above taken from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863. Library of Congress: loc.gov/exhibits/gettysburg-address

C A L I F O R N I A H I S T O R Y- S O C I A L S C I E N C E P R O J E C T

3,735

Curriculum and Instructional Resources Development
Along with professional learning, CHSSP scholars and teachers regularly
develop new classroom-ready lesson plans, primary source sets, articles
and blog posts on history education. Some examples:

Number of educators served
(2018–19)

• Civic Engagement: A collection of instructional support materials in
various media, designed to explain how our government works and
prepare students for their own civic responsibilities
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• Current Context: A collection of classroom resources to put current
events into historical context. Recent issues have focused on
California’s water supply and the Iran Nuclear Agreement

Number of schools served (2018–19)

• The History Blueprint: Inquiry-based curriculum units that include
substantial support for student literacy. Current units include The Cold
War, Sites of Encounter in the Medieval World, and The Civil War.
• Implementing the FAIR Act: Classroom-ready lesson plans and
suggestions to support implementation of the FAIR Act in schools
• Textbook Adoption Toolkit: Step-by-step documentation to clarify and
simplify the process of adopting district-based teaching materials
• Teaching California: A free online curriculum that offers primary source
material aligned with the HSS Framework

The Source is CHSSP’s quarterly
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California History-Social Science Project:
Statewide Office

Nancy McTygue
Executive Director

The History and Civics Project at UC Santa Cruz

University of California, Davis
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616

California, interviews with

Phone: (530) 752-0572
Fax: (530) 752-8202

lesson plans, essays on history

Email: chssp@ucdavis.edu

upcoming events. Download free

Website: chssp.ucdavis.edu

copies of The Source here:

The History Project at UC Davis
The UC Berkeley History-Social Science Project
The UCI History Project
The UCLA History-Geography Project

magazine and includes regular
updates on programs across
teachers and scholars, sample
education and a calendar of

Facebook: facebook.com/
californiahistorysocialscienceproject
Twitter: @CHSSP_SO
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http://chssp.ucdavis.edu/
source-magazine

CHSSP is a member of the California Subject Matter Project (CSMP), a network of nine discipline-specific projects administered by
the University of California Office of the President (UCOP) that provide high-quality professional learning for K–12 teachers
throughout California. Each project is represented statewide by regional sites on the campuses of UC, California State University
and independent colleges and universities. For more information about CSMP, please visit csmp.online.
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